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Designed For Postwar Living 
Mary Krumboltz describes the postwar kitchen 
plan which received first prize in a contest 
I NCORPORATING such novel features as a tap 
which gives ice water, faucets operated by foot 
pedals and a snack counter, a post-war kitchen de-
signed by Mrs. Charles T. Grace, of Ames, won the first 
prize of $250 in a contest sponsored recently by Popu-
laT Mechanics magazine. 
"A kitchen that is really a room- not just a hallway 
with the equipment strategically placed to trip the un-
wary," is Mrs. Grace's ideal. "I believe that the days 
of judging a kitchen by its compactness are over," she 
added. 
Combining a kitchen, laundry, ·snack counter and 
play area, the 13 by 22-foot room is spacious without 
being inconvenient. The entire room is characterized 
by an abundance of storage space and modern equip-
ment. 
The refrigerator, sink and range are located on the 
east side under a wide window which consists of two 
sliding panels of plate glass with a foot of air space 
between. A box of earth is placed flush with the win-
dow ledge, and vines or herbs may be grown in the 
kitchen. 
The sink includes a dishwasher. Hot and cold water 
faucets on the sink are controlled by foot pedals so 
that the water can be turned on even when the home-
maker's hands are full. To the left 
of the faucet is a soap dispenser, and 
dry section is constructed entirely of glass bricks, ad-
mitting an abundance of healthful sunlight and 
warmth. 
This section of the kitchen may be completely di-
vided by pulling out a low partition which forms a 
large play pen and allows the mother to watch the baby 
while she works. 
The eating counter, reminiscent of real restaurant 
equipment, contains cutlery and storage drawers on 
the kitchen side. High, red-upholstered stools in the 
laundry area seat the "customers," and a radio built 
into the wall above the counter is within convenient 
reach of the diners. Extra laundry equipment may be 
stored in a cupboard beneath the radio. 
At the opposite end of the kitchen is the meal plan-
ning center, a desk complete with space for recipes, 
bill files, writing equipment and an extension tele-
phone. 
Mrs. Grace's dream kitchen is planned in a gay 
color scheme. The floor is of deep red linoleum with 
venetian blinds red-taped to match. To facilitate dust-
ing, the corners of the room are rounded. The tops of 
the work counter and table are of black linoleum, 
which absorbs light and prevents glare. The sound-
proof washable walls are of cream-colored ceramic tile. 
Artificial illumination is from indirect lighting panels. 
This is not the first time that Mrs. Grace has dis-
tinguished herself in nationwide competition. Three 
years ago she won the first prize of $500 in a house 
designing contest, which 3,307 others had entered. 
to the right, an icewater tap. 
The refrigerator is an entirely new 
type designed by Mrs. Grace. The 
storage space consists of a tier of 
drawers which may be opened only 
as much as necessary to remove food, 
thereby conserving cold air. The 
unit includes both deep and shallow 
drawers, an ice-cube freezer and a 
quick-freeze chamber. A special sec-
tion at the back is reserved for milk 
storage. The refrigerator is built 
against an outside wall and con-
structed so that milk may be placed 
directly in the cooling unit by the 
delivery man as he stands outdoors. 
Designed for comfort and convenience, Mrs. Grace's plan for he1· spacious and col01·-
ful kitchen includes a laundry, play area, snack counter and a m eal planning cente1· 
An eating counter, at right angles 
to the wall, neatly separates the 
kitchen proper from the laundry 
area. In tHis section are a combined 
washer and dryer, an ironer and an 
extra sink for soaking or starching 
clothes. This extra sink has a porce-
lain top which closes over it when 
it is not in use. 
Built-in cabinets of white enam-
eled steel or wood conceal space 
for cleaning equipment, gardening 
clothes and tools and an ironing 
board. A Dutch door from the laun-
dry area leads into an outdoor gar-
den. One outside wall of this laun-
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